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. . . and particularly the mining installations and railway system5.
On the 18th March, 1926, the Council took note of this report and
of assurances given by the French Government regarding a gradual
withdrawal of troops.1 In order to ensure freedom of transport and
transit a Railway Committee was established consisting of officers
and technical officials working in connexion with the military
authorities in occupied territory, and on the 12th March, 1927, the
Council agreed, on the basis of a proposal put forward by the Govern-
ing Commission, that the French troops should be replaced within
three months by a Railway Defence Force of not more than 800 men
who would be supplied by the occupying Powers in the Rhineland
but who would be under the orders of the Governing Commission.
In case of need these troops might be reinforced by two battalions
stationed at Forbach and Sarreguemines in French territory. The
British and Belgian contingents of the Railway Defence Force
remained in the Territory till 1929, while the French contingent was
withdrawn at the time of the final evacuation of the Rhineland in 1930.
Between the years 1926 and 1930, negotiations took place on several
occasions between the French and German Governments on the
subject of the return of the Saax to Germany before the date of the
plebiscite. In the course of the conversation between Monsieur
Briand and Herr Stresemann at Thoiry on the 17th September, 1926,2
a suggestion was made for the transfer of the Territory during the
following year in return for an immediate payment of 250,000,000
or 300,000,000 gold marks by Germany, but this provisional agree-
ment was never followed up, partly owing to the difficulty of the
financial operations involved. The question was also raised during
the negotiations preceding the Hague Conferences of 1929-30.3 It
did not actually come before these Conferences, as the French
Government could not accept the German view that the phrase
'liquidation of the war9 included the return of the Saar as well as
reparations and the evacuation of the Rhineland. Monsieur Briand
and Herr Stresemann, however, agreed to the opening of direct
negotiations on the subject. These negotiations began in Paris on
the 21st November, 1929, but they aroused much opposition in
France among the right-wing politicians and Press, and among those
commercial interests who wished to keep the Saar market as long
as possible, and no agreement had been reached by the time when

1 Text of Council resolutions and extracts from report in League of Nations
Official Journal, April 1926, pp. 527-8.

8 See the Survey for 1927, pp. 109-14.

8 For an account of these conferences see the Survey for 1930, Part VI,
sections (6) and (d).